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mycin and the newer antibiotics also give good clinical results.
THE MORAX-AXENFELD BACILLUS
This organism was described independently by Morax (1896)
and Axenfeld (1897) and is responsible for a type of subacute
conjunctivitis in man. It usually occurs as a short Gram-negative
rod arranged in pairs or short chains, but in old cultures pleo-
morphism is frequently seen. It is non-motile, non-sporing and
non-capsulated.
Growth occurs under aerobic conditions on media enriched
with serum, ascitic fluid or blood ; the Morax-Axenfeld bacillus
is consequently not a true member of the Hcemophilus genus.
Its correct generic position has not, however, been determined.
On solid media, such as serum-agar, small, greyish, trans-
lucent colonies appear in 24 hours ; serum is liquefied. In fluid
media a general turbidity is at first formed, but later a greyish
deposit appears. It is non-pathogenic in animals, but on instilla-
tion into the healthy human conjunctiva a definite inflammatory
reaction develops in 4-5 days.
THE BACILLUS OF SOFT SORE OR DUCREY'S BACILLUS
This organism was first isolated by Ducrey in 1889 from a case
of soft sore ; after several arm-to-arm passages the pus yielded
a pure culture of a Gram-negative bacillus, which is usually termed
"Ducrey's bacillus." This is now accepted as the causative
organism of this condition.
It is a short Gram-negative bacillus, and in pus tends to be
arranged in pairs, side by side, and may be intracellular. It is
non-motile, non-sporing and non-capsulated.
It does not grow readily in culture, and enriched media, such
as blood-agar, are required ; the X, and not the V, factor is
essential Its taxonomic position is as yet undefined.
It is as a rule non-pathogenic in laboratory animals, but soft
sores have been produced by the inoculation of pure cultures
into man and certain monkeys.